




Good causes
Over £2,000 raised for good causes

Additional maintenance
Over 20 tonnes of waste 
and fl y tipping collected

Hazelwic k Flyer Mural
Completed March 2025
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How things have changed...

Volunteering
With Sussex Wildlife Trust 

at Crawter’s Brooks

Sustainable travel
Move IT travel roadshows 

roll out to companies

Every year the lads look forward to the Manor Royal Football 
Tournament. It is always good fun for a good cause and a 
great team bonding exercise. We will de� nitely be trying to 
retain the title next year.
Manor Royal Football Tournament

“ “

The BID team really do a fantastic job 

and it has been a pleasure to work on the 

business park. I have really enjoyed my 

lunchtime walks around Crawter’s Brook. 

Manor Royal employee

“ “

Hazelwick Flyer Mural

Completed March 2025

CSR Brokerage 

CSR pilot launched with RPD Foundation

A huge thank you, SO MUCH, for allowing me to 
attend your Christmas bash last night. I really enjoyed 
myself, spoke to lots of lovely people known over 
the years, and  some great new contacts. It was fab! 
Christmas event guest

“ “



18
…waiting for the dinner gong…   

This year marks a signifi cant milestone in the 
history of the Manor Royal Business District—its 75th 
anniversary since it was named by Princess Elizabeth 
on 25 January 1950. 

What started as a relatively modest industrial estate has 
evolved into one of the UK’s leading business hubs, home 
to over 600 companies, employing thousands of people 

across a wide range of industries. From its humble beginnings to its 
current status as a vibrant, thriving centre for business and trade, Manor 
Royal has played a pivotal role in shaping the economic landscape of 
Crawley, West Sussex, and beyond.

The Beginnings: From Agricultural Land to Industrial Estate

The creation of Manor Royal was a bold move in the post-war era to 
bring together local businesses and industries in one dedicated location 
conceived as part of the new town movement of 1947. Originally, the 
site was farmland, but the vision of a modern industrial estate quickly 
took root to accommodate demand generated by companies stranded in 
a war-ravaged London and in need of quality factories and offi  ces. The 
estate's name—Manor Royal—was chosen as a nod to its historical roots, 
referencing one of the principal farms that the area was built on - Manor 
Farm – and the Royal connection. 

In those early years, Manor Royal attracted a mix of light manufacturing, 
distribution, and engineering companies. A few years later in 1958 Manor 
Royal received a further boost with the emergence of Gatwick Airport 
as an international airport. This had the eff ect of increasing demand for 

This year marks a signifi cant milestone in the 
history of the Manor Royal Business District—its 75th 
anniversary since it was named by Princess Elizabeth 
on 25 January 1950. 

What started as a relatively modest industrial estate has 

Celebrating 75 Years of Manor Royal Business District: 
A Legacy of Innovation, Growth & Community
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businesses involved in supporting airport operations as well as helping 
to draw companies that needed easy access to global markets.

Expanding Horizons: A Hub for High-Tech and Innovation

As the years passed, Manor Royal’s appeal grew, particularly as the 
UK’s economy began to shift toward technology, aerospace, and 
advanced manufacturing together with the emergence of the services 
sector. Anchored by companies like Thales, Elekta, B&CE Benefi t 
Schemes 
(now The People’s Partnership) and Vent Axia alongside those working 
in vital areas of storage, distribution and logistics Manor Royal was 
fast emerging into an economic powerhouse of the region.

Even today it is this mix of business types, sizes and sectors combined 
with world leading, cutting edge technology driven companies working 
cheek by jowl that creates those conditions that mark Manor Royal out 
as one of the largest mixed-used business parks in the country – and 
not just another monotype offi  ce, distribution or storage centre. 

Manor Royal has truly become a place where you can think it, make it 
and move it.

Community and Collaboration: The Heart of Manor Royal

One of the key factors behind the continued success of Manor Royal is 
its sense of community. The companies that call the Business District 
home benefi t from being part of a larger, supportive and collaborative 
ecosystem. The Manor Royal Business Improvement District (BID), 
established in 2013, has been instrumental in fostering this spirit of
cooperation.                                           

Celebrating 75 Years of Manor Royal Business District: 
A Legacy of Innovation, Growth & Community

www.manorroyal.org/mystory



For more information about the BID and to get involved,  
please contact the Manor Royal BID Office on:

t: 01293 813 866 e: info@manorroyal.org  www.manorroyal.org 

Additional security measures including Business 
Rangers, free Business Watch membership, areawide 
security /ANPR camera system, security radios  

Active travel promotion and cheaper staff travel  
via easitCRAWLEY transport initiative membership 
for all 

Low cost staff training (with Crawley College)  

Free and unlimited use of the Manor Royal  
Jobs Board 

Additional and dedicated grounds maintenance  
and winter gritting 

Free to access networking and events programme  

Tailored communications including monthly  
eBulletins, quarterly Manor Royal News, managed 
website, multi-channel social media and provision  
of digital screen advertising  

Online business directory and property search, plus 
free business listings, promotions and offers 

Dedicated point of contact for help, enquiries and 
representation 

Discounted services and employee benefits 

Upkeep of park areas, branded street signs, lamp 
post banners, map boards, welcome signs, enhanced 
entry points, subways and digital screens 

Investment to improve infrastructure and facilities

 

Lobbying for additional funding, resources and  
support to Manor Royall

We will carry on providing… In addition we will…

	> Fund the first solar installations for early adopters in support 
of renewable energy generation as part of ReEnergise Manor 
Royal (Local Energy Community), subject to legal agreements

	> Liaise with Crawley Borough and West Sussex County Councils 
on the delivery of Phase 3 of the Crawley Growth Programme 
Manor Royal transport improvements, started in 2024/25

	> Deliver the inaugural Manor Royal Recognition Award Scheme

	> Secure planning consent and construct the planned new 
facilities upgrades (park areas and entranceway improvements), 
with the support of the Crawley Towns Fund

	> Develop ideas for the “in-between spaces” arts, heritage and 
wellbeing trail providing timed walks and linking together the 
various parks areas and points of interest around the business 
district

	> Continue to deliver actions contained in the Manor Royal 
Sustainability Action Plan

	> Deliver the Manor Royal “Move it” programme in support of 
sustainable travel and modal shift, supported by the Crawley 
Growth Programme

	> Act on the findings of the Manor Royal Travel Survey and 
repeat the survey to gauge progress

	> Publish the Manor Royal Green Infrastructure Framework and 
Biodiversity Plan

	> Deliver the CSR Brokerage Pilot, with RPD Foundation and 
Crawley Community Action

	> Explore options for upgrading area-wide CCTV and ANPR. 

	> Represent the interests of Manor Royal on the Crawley Town 
Deal Board, including the rollout of gigabit broadband

	> Support HEMIKO in exploring the potential for a District Heat 
Network to decarbonise heating and hot water

Our next year
What the Manor Royal BID aims to do in the next 12 months

Find out about Manor Royal BID projects at  
www.manorroyal.org/projects 
Find out about Manor Royal BID services at  
www.manorroyal.org/benefits 
Find out about Manor Royal BID events at  
www.manorroyal.org/events 


